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The President’s Column 
By John J. "Jack" Kelleher 


The Society saluted our Quiet Cen- 
tury-Man, Edward Kincaide, SOWP 
4876-SSGP, in the September-October, 
1995 issue of the World Wireless 
Beacon, page 4. Editor Ted Phelps 
and I marveled that anyone could 
reach that age and still be active and 
independent, so we decided to create 
a special certificate for Eddie.(Page 20) 


age, cooks, keeps house, and is on the 
air several times a week. I looked at 
his log, which showed that his most 
recent contact had been the previous 
day on 7,120 kHz! I've been looking 
for him since the visit, but so far 
without results; but maybe that’s 
because he divides his time between 7 
and 21 MHz. 


Eddie Kincaide lives in a bungalow 
adjacent to a schoolyard in Fairhaven, 


“Distinguished Centenarian’ receives certificate 
from SOWP President Kelleher. 


Our Editor said his daughter, Ms. 
Elaine Nieberding, is a “computer - 
artist", and offered her services to 
design such a certificate. [ in turn 
offered to deliver it in person, in- 
asmuch as | would attend the QCWA 
annual convention in Manchester, NH 
in mid-October and had other contacts 
to make in Massachusetts. 


I guess "Murphy" had gone into 
hibernation; -in any event, things 
meshed perfectly and my wife and I 
visited Eddie on Monday, October 16 
and had a fine “eyeball QSO" with him. 
He is remarkably alert and well for his 


MA., just outside of New Bedford. 
The house which he bought for $3,000 
is assessed at $80,000, so Eddie figures 
he'll stay a while longer. We hope he 
can and does. 


(Editor’s Note: As the photo shows, 
KAIIVQ’s radio shack walls display 
many of his mementos. Just above his 
left shoulder are pictures from his U.S. 
Coast Guard days which began in 
1914 aboard the Revenue Cutter 
ACHUSNET. Eddie’s SOWP mem- 
bership certificate is partially visible at 
the immediate right of his Coast 
Guard photos. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
and_ BOARD OF GOVERNORS 


As you will see below and elsewhere 
in this issue, we have a full slate of 
candidates for election; and that the 
slate includes Non-U.S. candidates, 
and includes aspirants who are of the 
newer generation and who may indeed 
help the Society to adapt to the needs 
and mind-set of our newer and 
younger members. This is all to the 
good. I hope to see a record number 
of votes cast for the 1996-97 slate. 


ATTENTION - ALL FULL 
MEMBERS of SOWP 


In this issue of the World Wireless 
Beacon, the Nominating Committee 
presents biographical information on 
candidates for election or reelection to 
Officer and Board of Governors posi- 
tions of the Society of Wireless 
Pioneers. They are: 


Officers: 


For President and Chairman, 
Board of Governors, 


John J. “Jack” Kelleher, 2581-P : 


Mr. Kelleher, formerty Senior Vice 
President, was appointed President of 
SOWP on July 1, 1994 by retiring 
President Paul Dane. Mr. Kelleher is 
now a candidate for election to a 
regular term, beginning January 1. 
1996, 


He is an eminent member of the 
professional and amateur radio com- 
munities. He served in the U.S. Army 
Signal Corps between 1932 and 1937. 
He was an operator and technician at 
station WVB, Fort Sam Houston, TX., 
and an instrructor at Fort Monmouth, 
NJ. He was a CW operator with 


Election Candidates 


Continued, Page 3 
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RCA Communications 1937-1940, a 
federal civil servant 1940-1969 with the 
Signal Corps and NASA and worked 
in private industry between 1969 and 
1980. 


Mr. Kelleher was a U.S. delagate to 
numerous CCIR and ITU conferences 
between 1963 and 1990. He is a past 
chairman of U.S. CCIR working group 
8E for the amateur and amateur 
satellite services. He was a member of 
the American delegation to WARC-79 
in Geneva, Switzerland.. 


He is a life member of ARRL, 
SOWP and QCWA and a Life Fellow 
of IEEE. From his station W4ZC, 
Jack Kelleher is active on all HF bands 
and 2-meters. His first amateur call- 
sign in 1932 was W2DSV. 


For Executive Secretary: 
Waldo T. Boyd, 2958-P 


Mr. Boyd is the current Executive 
Secretary of the Society, having been 
appointed in 1993 by then President 
Paul Dane. He is a candidate for 
re-election. 


In 1988-89 Walt Boyd was editor of 
the Society’s newsletter Q7C , pre- 
decessor of the Beacon. In 1991-92 he 
transferred SOWP records to com- 
puter management, including dues 
recording and mailing labels. Pre- 
paration of membership directories has 
been made easier. 


Mr. Boyd, a U.S. Navy veteran, had 
eight years’ service, shipping in as 
apprentice seaman in 1936. In 1944 he 
was commissioned Warrant Radio 
Electrician; shipped to inactive reserve 
for two years, and resigned his com- 
mission in 1947 in favor of civilian life. 


During his first “hitch,” he operated 
quenched-sparkgap equipment weekly 
for 3 years as well as low and high- 
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power pure CW on board ship, lan- 
dline (old Morse code and sounder) 
when tied up to the dock. Recalling 
those days, he says, "...[n my Navy, we 
were both operators and hardware 
troubleshooters, and had to stand in 
for signalmen with semaphore and 
blinker lights on occasion. My first 
ship, U.S.S. Hopkins, was a flat-deck 
four-piper destroyer." 


"Re my earlier secretarial duties, | 
was a secretary (one of those rare 
male appointments in industry) for a 
time, a technical writer and editor for a 
time, and eventually head of a_ large 
technical manuals depariment in the 
aerospace industry. 


For Treasurer: 
Lorin DeMerritt, 100-P 


Mr. DeMerritt, who has served with 
distinction as Treasurer of the Society 
for many years, is a candidate for 
re-election. 


He began his professional career in 
1929 as R.O. aboard SS Admiral 
Schley/WGCI, followed by other ship 
assignments. He then spent more than 
30 years with FAA in communications 
and engineering. 


Lorin attended the original organiz- 
ing meeting of SOWP in 1968 and is a 
long-time friend and co-worker with 
Society founder Bill Breniman. 


For Senior Vice President: 
Ben Russell, 1853-V 


Benjamin J. Russell, recently retired 
from maritime radio, and living near 
New Orleans, LA., is a candidate for 
election to this presently vacant post. 


He began his seaborne communica- 
tions career in 1945 aboard SS Joseph 
N. Nicollet/KOTB., followed by service 
on several other vessels until Novem- 
ber, 1994, when he came ashore after 


nearly nine years rotational tours as 
Radio-Electronics Officer on MV Sea 
Venture/WJIMV. He is a graduate 
electrical engineer and had_ shore 
assignments with Grumman Aircraft 
Co. and others. 


Ben advocates a cautious approach 
to the adoption of new communication 
systems such as GMDSS and _ holds 
that those who advocate rapid change 
are often unacquainted with modern 
Maritime communications — require- 
ments and limitations. He holds that 
these spokespersons appear to be 
primarily interested in saving money 
(R.O. salaries), and only marginally 
attentive to safety of life at sea. 


For V.P. Communications: 
John McKinney, 1001-P 


John "Mac" McKinney, a veteran 
seagoing communicator from betore 
and during the World War Il years and 
later with the FCC, is a candidate to 
again take this active assignment. His 
previous tour was from 1981 to 1984. 


In the 1930's Mac was an R/O on SS 
COAMO, a passenger ship with regu- 
lar runs from New York to Panama. 
Later he worked aboard tanker vessels 
operating between New York area 
ports and the Caribbean. Later still, 
after his retirement from FCC, he had 
brief assignments aboard two Pacific 
"fish-factory" trawlers. In addition, he 
served as relief operator on MV Sea 
Venture, alternating with Ben Russell. 


His longest assignment ashore was 
as a monitoring officer and later 
Engineer in Charge at the FCC moni- 
toring station at Grand Island, 
Nebraska from which he is retired. 


Since 1994, Mac has been NCS of 
the Thursday morning Oscar Harrison 
Memorial Transcon net on 14.058 
MHz at 1600 UTC. 
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For V.P. Finance and Audit: 
Charles E. Spencer, 4058-P 


Mr. Spencer, who was a U.S. Coast 
Guard Radioman from 1939 to 1942 
and a CG/Navy Chief Radioman from 
1942 to 1948, is a candidate for a post 
which has been vacant for some time. 


He describes himself as a retired 
farmer and lives in Fennville, MI. He 
was a City Commissioner for six years 
in the 1950s and 1960s, and County 
Director of Radio Amateur Cwil 
Emergency Services in the 1950s. 


Mr. Spencer is presently a member 
of the Tax Review Board for his city. 
He is a Volunteer Examiner for ama- 
teur radio licenses and is a radio 
direction - finding historian. He holds 
FCC First Class Radiotelephone and 
First Class Radiotelegraph licenses. 
He is Post Advocate of his local WFW 
organization. 


For V.P. International Affairs: 
Joseph V. Gardner, PhD. 5068-M 


Joseph Gardner, a former U.S. 
Coast Guard radio operator, operated 
CW from all of the American Atlantic 
Ocean stations while assigned to Coast 
Guard cutter MACKINAC/NICC. He 
was later assigned to USCGC SAS- 
SAFRAS/NODT for Search and Res- 
cue, aids to navigation and icebreaking 
duties. 


He is Senior Application Specialist 
with Earth Observation Satellite Co., 
(EOSAT) Lanham, MD. _ His work 
takes him frequently overseas on tech- 
nical assignments. 


He gave the keynote address at the 
formal closedown of CW service by the 
U.S. Coast Guard on April 1, 1995 at 
NMN, the CG Master Communication 
Station - Atlantic, Chesapeake, VA. 


For V.P. Public Relations and 
Awards: John H. Swafford, 783-V 


John Swaftord, who has been SOWP 
V.P. Awards since 1990, is now a 
candidate for an expanded post as the 
Society’s public relations spokesman. 
As V.P. Awards, he has coordinated 
presentation of awards in connection 
with our annual QSO Roundup each 
December. 


First licensed commercially in 1942, 
he was employed by Northwest Air- 
lines until 1945. A career in governent 


followed, during which John worked 25 
years for the U.S. Army Signal 
Engineering Agency in Frankfurt and 
Heidelberg, Germany and for the 
Department of State. He is a member 
of ARRL, QCWA. IEEE, AFCEA, 
the Radio Club of America, IARU and 
VWOA. He has received meritorious 
awards from QCWA and SOWP. 


For V.P. Publications: 
Theodore K. "Ted* Phelps, 881-P 


Mr. Phelps a candidate for re- 
election, became a shipboard Radio 
Officer in June, 1939 on Great Lakes 
passenger ships while he was a college 
student. In 1941-42 he had two ocean 
vessel assignments to Caribbean and 
South American ports. Returning to 
the U.S., he became an Army Signal 
Corps reservist with the Electronics 
Training Group. After instructor 
duties in the U.S., he served overseas 
in the Pacific (Okinawa) in charge of 
radio monitoring. Later in South 
Korea, he was in charge of a news 
receiving station for Allied Forces. 


Upon discharge from military service, 
Phelps joined American Telephone 
and ‘Telegraph (Western Electric) 
where he was a telephone systems 
engineer for 38 years, retiring in 1984. 


He has been a radio amateur since 
1933 and holds an Extra Class license 


with call sign W8TP. 


He joined SOWP in 1971 and was 
Director of Inland Seas Chapter XIV 
from 1983 to 1989. He was SOWP 
VP -Communications from 1984 to 
1990 and became editor of the new 
World Wireless Beacon in 1989. He 
is a member of the Radio Club of 
America and a life member of SOWP, 
QCWA, VWOA and ARRL. 


Candidates for the 
Board of Governors 


(Seven to be Elected) 


Birgitta Gustafsson -3854-M 


In the late ‘50s Birgitta served for 
five years as wireless operator on a 
number of ships in the Swedish Mer- 
chant Navy. She now works as a 
journalist and associate newspaper edi- 
tor in KUping, Sweden. During these 
years she also devoted her free time to 
the research and writing of a history of 
wireless and wirlesss operators in Swe- 
den and her book, Aadion och radrote- 
/egratisten,, which covers the era from 
spark to satellite, was published in the 
fall of 1991. 


For her considerable contribution to 
maritime and communictrions history 
in Sweden, in early 1993 Birgitta recei- 
ved an honor award of 30,000 Swedish 
kronor from the Steaska ajomarstis- 
stittelse7? foundation; presented at a 
special occasion in Stockholm. 


Present Board of Governors mem- 
ber Olive J. Roeckner offered the 
following comment: "...Birgitta is a 
member strongly dedicated to the aims 
of our Society and, knowing her per- 
sonally. I feel she would make an 
invaluable addition to the Board if 
Slected. 
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William T. Jackson, 3612-V: 


Bill Jackson, Director of SOWP 
Pacific-Southwest Chapter IX, pro- 
vided this biographical information 
about himself: 


I was born in a smail town in 
Alabama in 1919. When [ was 21 years 
old, my family moved to Ft. Lauder- 
dale, FL. I got into the communica- 
tions field in 1941 when I was drafted 
into the Army Signal Corps. I received 
my radio school training at Fort Mon- 
mouth, NJ. 


From Monmouth | went to Camp 
Crowder, MO as an instructor, open- 
ing up the new Southeastern Signal 
School.. While there, I transferred into 
the 112th Signal Radio Intelligence 
Company, went back to school and 
learned the Japanese Kata Kana code 
and went overseas with this outfit. 


While waiting for our equipment to 
arrive on Guadalcanal, I was farmed 
out to the U.S. Navy as a high speed 
radio op where I had the chance to do 
some point-to-point work using CW. 


Later, in December, 1944, part of 
the 112th, myself included, rendez- 
voused with a large convoy in the 
Admiralty Islands and on January 9, 
1945, made the initial landing on 
Luzon in the Philippines. 


When General Macarthur moved 
closer to Manila, the 112th moved in 
and took over the same buildings 
where he had had his headquarters. At 
that time I was in charge of communi- 
cations in the company with several 
DF stations strung out in the Philip- 
pines. 


All of our tratfic was passed on CW, 
mostly consisting of bearings on 
Japanese stations and other miscel- 
laneous information on what was left 
of their radio installations in the area. 
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When the war ended, | came back 
to the States on points for separation 
from the Army. While in Seattle, en- 
route to Camp Blanding, FL where I 
had been inducted, J met my wife, 
Ann. We were married in March, 
1946, 

I became a ham in 1948, joined the 
Naval Reserve in Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
and was called to active duty in 1951 
during the Korean War. 


The rest of my military career was 
spent with the Naval Security Group in 
communications. My wite and | raised 
three children, a daughter and two 
sons, spending eight years overseas. | 
retired from the Navy in 1966 as a 
Chief Communications Technician, 
worked for the next 15 years as an 
electronic tech and retired fully in 
1981. We moved to Phoenix, AZ in 
1980. 


Earl W. Korf, 613-SGP 


The Society’s archives show that 
Earl Korf became a professional wire- 
less operator in 1924 when he was 
assigned as R.O. aboard SS SEA 
RANGER/KDSQ. Today he is one of 
our “most senior" and most active 
members. 


After being shipwrecked in the 
Pacific on the barkentine MARY 
WINKELMAN and spending several 
years with salmon packers in Alaska, 
he joined TWA in 1930 and worked at 


many of their point-to-point ground 


stations. 


He became a Flight Radio Officer 
(FRO) in 1942 and shifted to Flight 
Navigator in 1944 retiring from TWA 
in 1964 after 34 years service. He was 
one of a group of civilians to receive 
an Honorable Discharge trom the U.S. 
Air Force for air transport duty with 
TWA in the China-Burma-India war 
theater in World War IL. 


Among his famous passengers were 
Mme. Chiang Kai-Shek and U.S. Air 
Force Gen. James Doolittle. 


In recent years, Earl Korf has been 
an officer and director in the Elmo N. 
Pickerill Chapter of SOWP and a 
familiar signal on SOWP radio nets 
from his station, K2IC, Lincroft, NJ. 
Most recently, he has become the 
unofficial reporter for "our" merchant 
ship, MV SEA VENTURE/WJMV, on 
her runs from Atlantic to Gulf of 
Mexico ports. Earl is able to maintain 
regular contact with the vessel whene- 
ver the R.O. is an amateur radio 
operator and has his _ station equip- 
ment on board. 


Russell F. Latimer, 2521-V 


"I was born 4 November, 1920 in 
Radville, Sask, Canada and moved to 
Nova Scotia when I was about three 
years old. 


"Since my father was a light-keeper, | 
lived on a one-family island, where | 
attended school via rowboat and on 
foot during the months when weather 
permitted. Acquiring a formal educa- 
tion was difficult under those circum- 
stances and shortly before the onset of 
World War Il, I left my home and 
joined a British cableship. Later I 
studied wireless in Halifax and then 
went to sea as Radio Officer in 
Canadian merchant ships for the next 
twelve years. | 


“Coming ashore in 1954, I worked at 
an aircraft repair and overhaul facility 
in Dartmouth and in 1962 I established 
my own business which entailed the 
servicing of marine inflatable liferafts 
and miscellaneous safety equipment 
for ships. 


"I married in 1956 and have a son 
and daughter: who both live in Dart- 
mouth. My wife passed away in 1981. 
(Continued, Page 6) 


The World Wireless Beacon  ——————se FS - —“—i—“—“‘“‘“‘iWUUUULULULULULWDD em bOr 1995 


Board Candidates - From P. 5 
...R. F. Latimer... 


"I retired in 1974 and have enjoyed 
yachting and motorcycling as hobbies. 
In recent years I have also enjoyed 
writing and have done a number of 
book reviews, as well as many maga- 
zine articles relating to marine subjects 
and researching ships of a bygone era. 
Reading, of course, is a special hobby. 


"In 1994 I sold my home of 
thirty-eight years and now live in an 
apartment. VEIBPP was my radio 
call sign until I moved, at which time | 
sold the station equipment but still 
retain the receiving side of the hobby 
and listen to Morse regularly." 


Alice Mitchell, 4742-V 


Mrs. Mitchell has been a Board 
member since 1990 and is a candidate 
for re-election. She received her 


wireless telegraphy training during 
World War II and served in the 
Womens Royal Naval Service 


(WRNS). Urged by her husband, she 
became a radio amateur (GOEEJ). 
She has also been an active member of 
the Royal Navy Amateur Radio 
Society (RNARS). 


Wyatt E. Propst, 5055-V 


I am 66 years old. I graduated from 
Carlisle Military School, Bamberg, SC, 
in 1946, attended Clemson Unwersity 
for two years majoring in textile che- 
mistry. In June of °48, I joined the 
Navy and became a radio operator 
aboard a patrol bomber. Most of my 
service time was spent with a patrol 
squadron in North Africa. In 1950, 
while | was a crew member of a PB4Y2 
on our way from Malta to Port 
Lyautey, we lost an engine. I sent the 
distress message that resulted in our 
safe landing in Algiers. 


After my tour of duty in the Navy, | 


worked as a payroll clerk one year for 
Daniel Construction Company prior to 
enrolling under the GI Bill at the 
University of South Carolina. [ gradua- 
ted in 1956 in Electrical Engineering, 
taught undergraduate courses, did 
research work for the Air Force in 
millimeter waves at 36 GHz, coauth- 
ored a paper on the transmission of 
millimeter waves through dielectrics for 
the IEEE magazine, and was elected to 
the Sigma Pi Sigma graduate honor 
physics society. 


I was licensed as an amateur radio 
operater in 1956 as K4PTU and hold 
an extra class license. | am a member 
of the ARRL, and hold DXCC and 
WAS awards. 


After graduate studies at the 
University I accepted a position with 
the South Carolina Electric and Gas 
company designing and __ installing 
microwave equipment and towers. | 
wrote the first computer program for 
the company for startup, running, and 
shutting down the two 250 megawatt 
generating units at the Canady’s Steam 
Generating Plant. 


In 1964 I accepted a position with the 
Charleston Naval Shipyard as an elec- 
tronics engineer in the Metrology 
Laboratory Branch. ‘Two years later | 
was promoted as Head of that branch, 
and later was able to raise its status to 
the Metrology Laboratory Division, a 
Type II Naval Laboratory two echelons 
below the NBS, where I served as 
General Manager until my retirement 


in 1989, I have been married to 
Hiller Anne (Dreher) Propst for 44 
years. We have three sons, one 


daughter, and eight grandchildren. 


I believe the future is critical to the 
survival of our organization. Much 
work needs to be done in preserving 
members, and revising bylaws to 
ensure a continuing and active mem- 
bership. 


Olive J. Roeckner, 2891-V 


Olive began her professions! duty in 
1944 at Point Grey Canadian wireless 
coastal station VAI. From 1947-50 she 
sailed as R/O aboard Norwegian MS 
Siranger/LLMK and has written a 
book, “Deep Sea Sparks: A Canadian 
Girl in the Norwegian Merchant 
Marine” published in December, 1993. 
She became a radio amateur in 1977 
and has been a member of the SOWP 
Board of Governors since 1990 and is 
a candidate for re-election. She needs 
no introduction to SOWP readers. 
however, since she is author of the 
Beacon series "Buoys & Gulls". 


Erich Walter - 1536-M 


Erich Walter, 1536-M, HB9CHE, 
Postgassli 28 3604 Thun, Switzerland, 
is a candidate for re-election to the 
Board. Mr. Walter is Director of the 
Swiss Chapter, SOWP. His _profes- 
sional assignments began in 1958 with 
MS Basilea/HBFK, followed by several 
others until 1965. Eric is a regular 
member of our Swiss (Edelweiss) 40m 
net. 


To all Full Members of SOWP: 


Please refer to the next page (7) for 
your Ballot for this election of Officers 
and members of the Board of Gover- 
nors. Please vote and return your 
ballot promptly. 


** A Special Note * * 


Edward F. Pleuler, Jr.. 4022-V. was 
also nominated as a candidate for the 
Board of Governors but declined. He 
is recovering from recent surgery and 
cannot undertake additional volunteer 
work. Ed is the dedicated long-term 
Secretary of the Veteran Wireless 
Operators Association (VWOA). 


All of us in SOWP wish him a 
speedy return to good health. 
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BALLOT 


: December 1995 


FOR ELECTION OF SOWP OFFICERS and BOARD of GOVERNORS 


Submitted by the Nominating Committee: John H, Swafford, 783-V, Chairman, Robert D. Elder, 
4587-V and Arthur E. Schermerhorn, 3868-P. 


INSTRUCTIONS: Please vote promptly and return your ballot to the address shown on the reverse 
side of this Ballot sheet. If you wish to write-in the name of a candidate not listed below, please assure 
that he/she is a member in good standing and agrees to serve. To vote, place an X in the space 
provided. Results will be released on SOWP radio nets and published in full in the March, 1996 issue. 
of this newsletter. 


OFFICERS: BOARD of GOVERNORS: 

President and Chairman BoG (VOTE FOR SEVEN) 

John J. Kelleher, 2581-P * a Birgitta Gustafsson, 3854-M eee) 
Executive Secretary 

Waldo T. Boyd, 2958-P * en William T. Jackson, 3612-V * =) 
Treasurer 

Lorin DeMerritt, 100-P_* (gant Earl W. Borf, 613-SGP on 
VP Communications 

John McKinney, 1001-P oo imer, 2221-W cE 
VP Finance and Audit 

Charles E. Spencer, 4058-P ‘Oy, Alice Mitchell, 4742-V__* ab 
VP International Affairs : 

Joseph V. Gardner, 5068-M Co Wyatt E. Propst, 5055-Y ) 
VP Public Relations & Awards 

John H, Swafford, 783-V ( Olive J. Roeckner, 891-V* = -( ) 
VP Publications 

Theodore K. Phelps, 881-P_* o>) Erich Walter, 1536-M * toe) 


* = Incumbent 


Voting Period and Ballot Counting: The voting period for this election begins when you receive this ballot. 
Please return your ballot promptly so it will reach the Election Tellers by January 15, 1996 or earlier. Ballots will be 
counted by tellers from a disinterested religious organization without cost to SOWP. 


FOLD 


ELECTION TELLERS - SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS, INC., 


C/O MRS. DOROTHY DRAGO, 
P.O. BOX 46, 
GEYSERVILLE, CA 95441 USA 


si ape or Seal this edge) 


=9-5 


As many members will remember, 
times were tough during the depres- 
sion years, and jobs scarce. For John 
Beldam (SOWP #5029-V) and _ his 
family, it meant relying on his father’s 
total disability pension from the first 
world war and their five acre farm in 
British Columbia’s Fraser Valley. 


John’s grandfather, who lived on the 
Isle of Man, helped out considerably 
when he could and one day he spotted 
a newspaper ad - Britain was seeking 
young men to train as radio officers 
for the British Merchant Service. 
Knowing that his grandson had always 
had a great interest in ships, he wrote 
asking if John would be interested? 
John was - and ‘grandfather’ paid for 
John’s trip over to the U.K. and his 
tuition at the Southhampton Wireless 
College. 


In due course John earned his licence 
but the timing was not auspicious - war 
had just broken out. He went to sea in 
January of °40, serving until December 
1946, 


In all, John saw duty aboard 12 
vessels during his years at sea; serving 
aboard a passenger ship to West 
Africa and a molasses tanker to the 
West Indies, followed by thirteen 
months on the West Coast of Africa, 
several North Atlantic trips and some 
through the Med to Greece and East 
Africa, sailing almost everywhere 
except the Pacific and a few seas. 


As a Marconi operator John seldom 
had the luck to serve more than one 
voyage in any ship but there was one 
vessel he did make two trips aboard, 
the AHolme/ez, and it was John’s 
second voyage aboard her as Second 
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Buoys and Gulls - by Olive / VE/EHA 


THE NIGHT SPARKS D/DN’TFALL OVERBOARD! 


Operator that this short tale is all 
about. 


Flofmelea was indeed homely, to 
quote John, a rusty old ex-tramper of 
about 4,000 tons from Newcastle on 
Tyne. But a happy ship, crewed by 
‘Jordies’ whose accents were pretty 
hard for him to understand at first. At 
the time of John’s story the vessel was 
returning from a trip to the Argentine, 
loaded with a cargo of bulk corn and 
linseed. Outward bound, the weather 
had been so severe the convoy had not 
been able to form up and Hofme/ez so 
mauled by the storms the Captain told 
his Chief Sparks if the weather didn’t 
moderate by the next day he might as 
well send out SOS. However, although 
badly damaged, the vessel made it to 
Buenos Aires where she underwent 
two weeks of repairs to make her 
seaworthy for the return voyage. 


Now U.K. bound once more Ho/me- 
fea was somewhere on the North 
Atlantic, battling the elements in a late 
February gale in the winter of 1941. It 
was some time about midnight when 
John was abruptly awakened by a 
series of loud bangs, followed by the 
sound of small objects falling to the 
deck. Still half asleep, he thought to 
himself, ‘Why have they turned the 
steam onto the foredeck?’, as that 
usually caused loud banging in the 
pipes, especially in cold weather. 


As he lay in his bunk, pondering 
these noises, John became aware of 
the sounds of scurrying bodies. The 
Mate suddenly dashed by the cabin 
door, remarking to someone, “Use the 
Captain’s stairs; they’re on the lee 
side." Then he disappeared, hotly 
followed by the Second Officer. By 


< 
Sai See 


now John knew something was up so 
he leaped out of his bunk, hauled on 
some clothes and his lifejacket, and 
headed for his post in the radio shack. 
On the way up he noticed showers of 
fireworks-like tracer shells arcing over 
the funnel. 


On entering the radio room, John 
found the Chief Sparks about to 
transmit a distress message. One 
porthole in the shack had been blown 
out. Some bedding had been stuffed in 
so the light could be turned on. 
Hlofmelea was being shelled by an 
unidentified vessel, probably a U-Boat! 


While the two operators were busy 
in the radio shack, there was much 
activity taking place throughout the 
ship. The boatswain had just come on 
deck when he heard a shout from the 
water, ‘Help, Jack, throw us a line.’ 
Without a second thought he instince- 
tively let go a life ring with a flare 
attached and, until it washed away by 
the high seas, the entire ship was 
flood-lit. Luckily the enemy was in no 
position to take advantage of this good 
fortune at that precise moment. 


Hearing that there was a man in 
the water, the Captain had the Mate 
start a search to find out who was 
missing. It was a time of stress and 
confusion with a lot of things happen- 
ing in a burry. When the searchers 
checked the radio shack John had not 
yet arrived there, and by the time they 
got below to check the cabins, John 
had left. Consequently, everyone was 
accounted for...with the exception of 
John! 


The Mate beseeched the Old Man to 
turn back and instigate a search but 


Continued - Page 10 
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the Captain naturally refused - on two 
counts. Firstly, there was an enemy 
vessel ‘out there’ waiting for them, and 
secondly the water was so cold no one 
could possibly survive for long. 


All of this was unbeknownst to the 
two in the shack however, and con- 
cerns were happily resolved when John 
had to get in touch with the bridge for 
further instructions regarding the 
emergency transmissions. 


After the action was over, and 
relative calm restored, what few facts 
were known were pieced together. It 
was decided that, being an extremely 
stormy night, a U-Boat was on the 
surface charging its batteries. Because 
of the pitch darkness and rough sur- 
face conditions, lookouts aboard the 
submarine had been unaware of Ho/- 
meleas approach. The vessel had 
passed so close by that the bow wave 
must have washed one or more of the 
U-boat’s crew overboard and, because 
the sub was so close, the only weapon 
that could be used was the heavy 
machine gun. After the firing stopped, 
a light was seen astern so it was 
assumed the sub crew were searching 
for lost shipmates.. 


Here John ended his little story. It 
seemed almost anti-climactic and surely 
there had to be more. Why, for 
instance, was the call for help made in 
English, I pondered? Casting around 
for answers from a_ knowledgeable 
source, I was told that German U-boat 
crews were specially chosen, with many 
able to speak English...and as the men 
in the water Knew the vessel wasn’t 
German, they would hardly call out in 
that language. Well, I’d buy that. 


Back to John and a little further 
prodding. What happened next, | 
asked? It came almost as an after- 
thought, or perhaps a memory reluc- 


tantly recalled. 


On the day following the above 
incident, Holmele? was torpedoed 
with a loss of 22 members out of a 
crew of 32! Years later John 
researched the torpedoing and learned 
that his ship had been sunk by one of 
Hitler's top U-Boat aces - Commander 
Prien, the man who had earlier 
sneaked his boat into Scapa Flow and 
sunk a couple of British battleships. 


However, Ho/mele2 was the last 
vessel Prien was to sink. Ironically, a 
few days later the U-Boat was itselt 
lost while attacking a convoy. Sunk by 
one of its own sonar torpedoes which, 
after being fired, circled around 
searching for the noise of propellors 
and picked up the U-Boat’s! 


It was learned that HYodmelea had 
been hit by not one, but two torpedoes 
- the second fired by another U-Boat 
off the ship’s starboard. The comman- 
der of the second submarine is still 
alive and was able to confirm details of 
the sinking. Surviving crew-members of 
the Hlo/melea were picked up by an 
Icelandic trawler and taken to the U.K. 


A happy ending for John who is now 
retired and living at Abbotsford, B.C. 
Operating as VE7BZB he is a welcome 
new addition to the Jack Binns Net. 


xe eK EK 


Change of Address 


Jerry A. FERRELL, 2880-V, WB7VKI 
FROM: P.O. Box 368 Bay Center, WA 
98527-0368 


TO: 1819 Collison St., Centralia, WA 
98531 xk eK K 


Guedon E. ZAKOTIVIK, 4156-P, 
W3CBY FROM: 89 S. Atlantic Ave. 
Apt 105 Ormond Beach, FL 32176 


TO: 1183 Ocean Shore Bld. Apt 102 
Ormond Beach, FL 32176 


A Letter to our Executive 
Secretary 


By Walter D. Rollick, 1554-P. W4IGE 


Some years ago, I wrote an article 
about Flight Radio Operators with the 
airlines during WW2, which was pub- 
lished in one of the SOWP journals. 


I thought it might be of some interest 
to the membership about the outcome 
of the Honorable Discharge awards 
that have been made by the U.S. Air 
Force to civilian employees who were 
active in performing contract work for 
the then Air Transport Command. 


[ transferred to the Military Trans- 
port Division of Eastern Air Lines and 
flew as a radio operator/navigator on 
C-46’s from Miami to Natal, Brazil and 
Accra, Africa during the period 1942 
to the end of the contract in late 1945. 
Now, some 49 years later, I received an 
Honorable Discharge along with the 
World War II Victory Medal, the 
American Campaign medal and an 
Honorable Service lapel pin. I consider 
it a distinct honor that my service 
during WW? has been recognized. 


I joined Eastern Air Lines in 1940 
after working on the S.S. Berkshire 
(KFIE). | am not sure just what role 
this vessel played during WWII, but I 
do know about her sister ship the S.S. 
Dorchester (KGBG) which was torpe- 
doed in the North Atlantic. | often 
wonder about who the radio officers 
were and what happened to them. 


Well, this is about all. Please keep 
up the good work with the Beacon 
It’s hard work and we appreciate it. 


** KK K 


(Now that Walter has made a call for 
more on these two ships, we expect 
someone among our readers will find 
and send it in for all of us.) - Editor. 
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Communications News 


MORSE REQUIREMENT 
STAYS 
Newington, CT., Nov. 2, 1995 


(Excerpts, ARRL Bulletin 100) 


On October 23, the 1995 World 
Radio Communication Conference, 
WRC-95, opened in Geneva, Switzer- 
land... One of the matters expected to 
be raised at the conference was a New 
Zealand proposal to delete from the 
Radio Regulations of the International 
Telecommunication Union the require- 
ment that amateurs demonstrate 
Morse code ability in order to be 
licensed to operate below 30 MHz. 


On October 31, New Zealand 
offered its proposal in working party 
4C. While some other administrations 
expressed support, most who asked for 
the floor either opposed the change or 
said the time was not right and the 
issue needed further study within the 
amateur community. 


Summarizing the discussion, the 
chairman of the working party said 
that most comments opposed the pro- 
posal and that he would send the 
matter to the plenary working group 
which is responsible for agendas of 
future conferences, to consider adding 
it to a future agenda in 1997, 1999 or 
later. This was acceptable to New 
Zealand. This conference was schedu- 
led to complete its work on November 
17 and no conference decision is final 
until it has been approved by the 
plenary, usually late in the conference. 


Amateur radio is represented at ITU 
conferences by the [International Ama- 
teur Radio Union (IARU). Present at 
WRC-95 are IARU President Richard 
Baldwin, W1RU, Secretary Larry 
Price, W4RA and others. 


NORDDEICH RADIO / DAN 
CLOSING MFCW 


Germany’s famed coastal station, 
DAN, Norddeich Radio, will end 500 
KHZ CW service at 2359 UTC on 31 
December 1995. Its HF CW service will 
continue for one more year. 


This news was received by your 
Editor on 30 September, 1995 in a 
trans-Atlantic phone call from Bruce 
Morris, 4834-M, GW4XXF. He 
recalled that Norddeich Radio opened 
its MF service on 1 June, 1907. Bruce 
said he had just received the Sept. 
-Oct. 1995 issue of the Bercon 


In recent years, Bruce has made a 
specialty of recording for posterity the 
final transmissions on MF CW of 
many European and other coastal 
stations. He wrote about this in the 
Beacon issue of March, 1991. He told 
the Editor that he is not operating his 
amateur station at present due to 
problems with his HF transceiver. 


Members interested in audio tape 
recordings of coastal station close- 
downs may write GW4XXF: Mr. 
Bruce Morris, 62 Gerllan, TYWYN, 
Gwynedd, LL36 9DE, Wales, United 
Kingdom. 


GLOBE WIRELESS 
NODE IN EUROPE 

Coastal Radio Station SAB in 
Sweden ts Commissioned 


On October 10, 1995, Globe Wireless 
added another station to the com- 
pany’s Global Radio Network of public 
coast stations Their newest HF coastal 
radio station, SAB, located in Gothen- 
burg, Sweden, extends HF radio data 
communications to ships in and 
around Northern Europe. The com- 
pany’s existing stations, KEJ, KFS, 


ADDS 


WNU and VCT, cover the US coasts, 
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, the 
Panama Canal, the Caribbean Sea and 
the Gulf of Mexico 


“Northern Europe is a busy and very 
important market for maritime com- 
munications,” stated George Turner, 
Director, Globe Wireless. “This expan- 
sion offers our customer's vessels in 
that area a significant improvement in 
radio coverage.” 


In addition to traditional STTOR 
communications, the station also sup- 
ports high-speed data communication. 
Using the company’s recently introdu- 
ced GlobeEmail system, ships at sea 
are now able to easily communicate 
with all shore based electronic mail 
networks 


The new radio facility is being 
provided, and operated, by Telia Mobi- 
tel AB under a partnership arrange- 
ment with Globe Wireless. The trans- 
mitters and receivers are located at an 
historical radio site initially constructed 
by RCA for point to point service 
between Sweden and New York. 


A data link to the Globe Wireless 
Traffic Delivery Center in Half Moon 
Bay, California allows the exchange of 
messages and supporting communica- 
tions. 


The Global Radio Network started 
three years ago when remote control 
equipment and data lines were installed 
between WNU near New Orleans and 
the centralized traffic facility at KFS in 
Half Moon Bay, California. This con- 
nection allowed ships at sea to contact 
either station for messages that are 
stored in a sophisticated computer 
system in California. 


Continued - Page 12 


The World Wireless Beacon  _—-12- — 


GLOBE WIRELESS - From P. 11 


Traffic lists sent by the company’s 
five network stations are identical and 
include every message on hand. Radio 
operators can determine if they have 
traffic waiting by listening to just one 
such broadcast. 


In addition, the network provides 
Marine Telegram (CW) service from 
its CW Super-Station in California and 
Louisiana. Ships at sea can now use 
any of the following twenty-eight ITU 
NBDP (SITOR) channels to contact 


the Global Radio Network: 


ITU Call Shore Ship 
Chan Sign Xmit Xmit 
401 WNU 4210.5 4172.5 
403 KFS 4211.5 4173.5 
409 KEJ 4214.5 4176.5 
416 VCT 4217.5 4180.0 
418 SAB 4218.5 4181.0 
603. KFS 6315.5 6264.0 
625 KEJ 6326.0 6275.0 
626 SAB 6326.5 6275.5 
627 WNU 6327.0 6281.0 
632 VCT 6329.5 6283.5 
803. KFS 8417.5 8377.5 
819 WNU 8425.5 8385.5 
830 KEJ 8431.0 8391.0 
837 SAB 8434.5 8394.5 
838 VCT 8435.0 8395.0 
1203. KFS 12580.5 12478.0 
1219 WNU - 12588.5 12486.0 
1257 WNU - 12607.5 12505.0 
1263. VCT 12610.5 12508.0 
1265 KEJ 12611.5  12509.0 
1291 SAB 12624.0 12522.0 
1347 SAB 12652.0 12555.0 
1647 KFS 16829.5  16706.5 
1657 WNU~ 16384.5 16711.5 
1673 KEJ 16842.5 16719.5 
1691 SAB 16851.5 16728.5 
1676 VCT 16844.0 16721.0 
2203 KFS 22377.5 22285.5 


NOTE: KEJ has moved from 407 to 
409 and VCT has moved on two 


channels 


Chapter News 
The Jack Binns Chapter V 


By Don Newman, 58-P, W7CO 


The regular Fall lunoheon meeting of 
the Chapter was held Oct. 14, 1995 at 
Andy’s Diner. This is the fourth lun- 
cheon meeting there since we lost the 
Dog House. It has turned out to be a 
good place to meet. We meet in the 
Roundhouse Room; the Diner is made 
up of famous old railroad cars. Our 
room has a U shaped seating layou- 
tand holds 34, making it a bit cramped 
for milling around, but we manage. 
The larger room holds 40 or more but 
has one long table and that would not 
be good. Lunch service is a bit slow 
but the time is used for renewing old 
acquaintances. At this meeting we had 
31 In attendance including XYLs. 


After the luncheon was over the 
meeting was called to order by the 
Director, John Dudley. We had the 
usual self-introduction of guests and 
new members. We had two new mem- 
bers from Canada: VE7EDK, Jake 
Berry and VE7BZB, John Beldam, 
both have had very interesting his- 
tories. (See Page 10. - Editor) Another 
visitor was Emil Oana, K6LGI, who is 
joining our chapter. Our other out of 
towners were Gene, VE7BRC and 
Tuck, W7FLF. 


Several of our regulars were unable 
to attend, both Viggo, WA7CJV and 
Howard Mason said they are feeling 
well but not up to traveling. Keith 
Kennedy, WE7KWK, also was unable 
to attend and was missed. 


We had no Silent Keys to report, 
but the illness of John Layton W7GPS 
was reported. He is doing ok and going 
home shortly. 


I forgot to mention another visitor, 
Ernest Harper, ex W7GR, who surpr- 
ised us by revealing that he once had 
Jack Binns as his Second Operator. 


_—s§- December 1995 


We had net reports by W7FLF for 
ithe Jack Binns and the RJ (Pacific 
Coast) nets, (Wednesday and Thurs- 
dav at 2000 Pacific time, respectively. 
Your reporter, Don, W7CO. reported 
on the Tuesday Transcon (NCS 
W&sCCN) and Thursday Transcon 
(NCS WOAP). 


John Dudley’s program was very 
interesting. He brought an old 
Kleinschmidt Perforator and equip- 
ment and gave a demonstration which 
was especially interesting since many of 
us were familiar with in our own past 
histories. 


The demonstration was so interest- 
ing that we forgot to have Doe Burton 
our archivist, give his report and 
request for our histories for the Chap- 
ter’s record book. A card will be sent 
to all asking them to provide their 
history if they have not already. I’m 
still working on mine. | don’t know 
what to leave out! 


-73 (sgd) Don Newman, Secretary, 
Jack Binns Chapter SOWP 


(Don attached a postscript for the 
Editor which reads, in part: ”...We’re 
still alive out here...I’m all OK since my 
heart attack and cataract surgery. I can 
see the blonde bikini babes on the 
beach without having a stroke...” 


Perhaps Don spends so much time 
looking at the bikinis - he can’t find 
time to complete his history for Doc 
Burton! - Editor) 


ARE YOU MOVING? 
Headed For Snowbird Country ? 
To keep your SOWP mail coming. . . 

JUST 
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More Wartime Experiences 


Your Editor had just put away the 
files from our previous Beacer issue, 
when along came two more stories 
from members who asked us to share 
their World War II experiences with 
everyone. Here they are. 


From Rainer Kaehlig, 1194-V, 
DJ2ZM in Arzberg, Germany, a story 
we shall call - 

CW! What A Difference 
a DIT Makes! 


In the summer of 1943, I was radio 
operator on a Junkers JU-88 bomber 
aircraft. 


One day we had to fly a training 
mission along the Baltic Sea coastline. 
We took off that afternoon from 
Lueneburg, a town southeast of Ham- 
burg. A short time later we saw an 
aircraft below on a big meadow. It was 
a Heinkel HE-177 and he had 
apparently made an emergency land- 
ing. (We were told later they had an 
engine failure.) 


My pilot told me to send a message 
back to our base. So I radioed 
"HE-177 QAL BAUCH..." This meant 
that an HE-177 had made a landing 
away from an airfield and had come 
down on its fuselage without using its 
landing gear so as to avoid serious 
damage. I did as I was ordered. We 
flew our mission and returned some- 
time later to our base at Lueneburg. 


Our flight control officer asked us, 
"Where did you come from?" (He 
thought WE had made the emergency 
landing!) 


"Didn’t you send us a message that 
you had to ditch in the Baltic Sea in 
Area 5177?" he asked. "The position 
you reported is about S0 km north of 
the coastline and a search plane and 
boat from the nearest Navy base are 


on their way to rescue you right nov! - 
You guys!” 


Surprised, we told him what had 
happened. He showed us the message 
he had received from the ground radio 
station: "5177 QAL BAUCH...” 


Well, that answered the question 
for me! [I had sent "HE177" and the 
ground station operator copied it into 
his log as "S177". 


Now "5177" was a ciphered number, 
a code for an area in the Baltic Sea! 


The officer’s tirst reaction to me 
was, “You didn’t send it correctly," 
which put the blame on me! 


But when it was checked, the log of 
the supervising station showed that its 
operator had copied “HE177" not 
"5177". Naturally, I was very happy 
not to draw a punishment! 


And this “little” incident shows how 
important it is to have legible handwrit- 
ing when transcribing CW. Also, it 
helps to accurately copy what is sent! 


** * + 


(Thanks for an _ interesting yarn, 
Rainer! In the American forces, all 
manual receiving operators were sup- 
posed to PRINT what they copied. It 
first had to be sent correctly, of 
course! And if truth were known, 
there must have been many incidents 
like yours! 


We remember a young student CW 
operator who insisted he must send 
the "attention" signal before every 
transmission he made. Free help to 


DF stations on the other side! 


How about it-. readers? - Editor) 


"Life® In and Near the Sahara 
Dear Editor: 


[ enjoyed the Wartime Remem- 
brances in the Sept .-Oct. issue. One in 
particular, “Hams’ Signals Save Crew 
And Atircraft” by “Al” Seike, 
AA8GQ, #5057-V, really caught my 
eye since I was in the area he spoke of 
at about the same time in early 1943. 


I arrived at Suez, Egypt in Aug, 1942 
after a month “cruise” from New York 
and going the long way around Africa 
to get there. Our outfit, the 1060th 
Signal Co. (Avn) was a part of the first 
complete Air Service Group to go 
overseas in WW2. The 323rd A.S.G. 
had been based in Florida but | joined 
them at Fort. Dix, N.J. just a few days 
before embarking. 


A few days after arriving at Suez, the 
outfit moved to Rayak, Lebanon and 
later came back down to the vicinity of 
Cairo and Alexandria, Egypt. From El 
Amiriya west of Alexandria, we went to 
Gambut near Tobruk by January 12, 
1943. In mid-February, we were at 
Benghasi where we stayed until mid- 
September, when we moved to Enfida- 
ville, Tunisia. Early we were servicing 
P-40s, then B-25s, but both soon 
moved up forward and we stayed with 
the B-24s for the rest of our tour 
which was almost three years, total. 


I have written a letter directly to OM 
“Al”, AA8GQ, telling him that at 
some time in early 1943 we must have 
been fairly close together, but of 
course on opposite sides. 


The Junkers JU-52 transports were 
somewhat familiar to us while at Beng- 
hasi as there were quite a number of 
them around at the hases on the 
outskirts of the city, but none working. 


Our job in the 1060th Signal Co. was 
to repair all types of radio and radar 
equipment used in the B-24s. We also 
(Continued, Page 14) 
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maintained a radio (CW) station which 
was used to contact HO back in Cairo. 


Daytime operation was close to 40 
meters and nighttime near 80 meters. 
It is possible that sometime OM “Al” 
may have heard signals from our 
station. We knew that Berlin knew 
who we were and where we were 
because “Axis Sally” addressed us on 
the radio by the name and number of 
our outfit! 


I told “Al” that he was certainly 
lucky to be rescued after being forced 
down in the desert and I spoke of one 
of our B-24s whose crew was not so 
lucky after crashing in the “Sand Sea 
of Calanscio” not far from the Siwa 
Oasis he mentioned. The crew of the 
“Lady Be Good” didn’t stay with their 
airplane but started to walk back to the 
coast. Their fate was not known until 
lo years later! Some relics of that 
ill-fated flight are on display at Wright- 
Patterson Air Museum near Dayton, 
Ohio. It was from the 376th Bomber 
Group which was just across the 
Tripoli Road from our camp. 


After the war I worked for the 
James Millen Co., a radio parts manu- 
facturer, and then for National Radio 
Co. While at National, I met a fellow 
who had been with the German Army 
all along the same Egypt - Libya track 
we traveled, so we were able to 
compare notes about the various 
places. 


As OM “Al” has indicated the sand 
fleas were very oppressive as were 
some of the other insects of that area. 
We found it was an important routine 
to shake out our clothing, especially 
shoes, lest there were any tarantulas or 
scorpions hiding there! Kangaroo rats 
and some very aggressive mice had to 
be reckoned with as they would bother 
any Kind of food one might have. 
Fortunately someone sent me some 
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goodies in a metal box which I used 
from then on to keep any eats in. 


It was a surprise to us that the sand 
got so cold at night. Contrary to 
popular belief it did not absorb any of 
the daytime heat! In December and 
January it was bitterly cold at night so 
if sleeping on the ground, or even on a 
cot, everything possible was put down 
first. Most helpful were issues of the 
Haverhill, MA, Gazette which one of 
my tent-mates received regularly! 


- 73, (signed) Sam Beverage, SOWP 
4200-V, WIMGP, RR 1 Box 858, 
North Haven, ME 04853-9719 


A litTLe MiXEd uP 


Just a line to say I[’m fine 
That I’m not among the dead 
Tho I’m getting more forgetful 
And mixed up in the head. 


For sometimes | can’t remember 
When | stand at the foot of the stair 
If I must go up for something 
Or I’ve just come down from there. 


And before the fridge so often 
My poor mind is filled with doubt 
Have I just put food away or 
Have I some to take out? 


And there’s the times when it’s dark 
outside - with my night-cap on my 
head [ don’t know it I’m retiring 
Or just getting out of bed. 


So if it’s my turn to write you 
There’s no need getting sore 
I may think I’ve written and 
Don’t want to be a bore. 


So remember I do love you And, 
wish that you were here But now it’s 
mail time. So I must say goadbye, 
dear. 


* * *£ #£ &e & € kK kK kK kK KF eK kK Ft 


There I stood at the mailbox With 
my face so very red. Instead of mailing 
you my letter I’ve opened it instead. 
(Sent in by Jack Jeffers. 3372-SGP 


~ 


ESTABLISHED 1947 


COMMUNICATED BY 
WIRELESS 40 YEARS AGO? 


JOIN OOTC! 


THE OLD OLD TIMERS CLUB 
3191 DARVANY DR 
DALLAS TX 75220-1611 
PH: 214-352-4743 
FAX: 214-352-5014 


Licensed Amateur at least 
25 years ago? 
And licensed now? 
Then you should belong to the 
Quarter Century Wireless 
Association 
For information write: 
159 E. 16 th Ave 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 


Incoming 
Mail 


Your Editor received the following 
letter from Robert Lion, 2500 Carl- 
mont Drive, BELMONT, CA 94002 


29 October, 1995 
Dear Sirs, 


Recently I became a new member of 
the SOWP as a retired Merchant 
Marine Radio Officer. 


From 1954 to 1965 I sailed aboard 
Liberian flag merchant vessels. In 1965, 
I became a US Citizen, obtained my 
FCC Radio telephone and telegraph 
licenses, worked as a radio mechanic 
and flight simulator maintenance tech 
for PAN AM Airlines until February 
1979, then returned to my first love... 
and served as Radio Electronics Offi- 
cer (member of the Radio Officers 
Union) of the US Merchant Marine 
until my retirement early in 1991. 


I am enclosing a resume of my 
sea-going career, - a list of ships 
aboard which | sailed... (He had 14 
voyages on Liberian-flag freighters and 
tankers from December, 1954 to Janu- 
ary, 1965 and 26 voyages on American- 
flag passenger, tankers, container- 
ships, bulk carriers and Military Sealift 
Command vessels from February, 1979 
to December, 1990. -Editor) 


Today, I will ask you as a favor to 
publish the following request in the 
World Wireless Beacon: 


I would like any Merchant Marine 
Radio Officer (“Sparks”) who between 
1955 and 1965 sailed aboard D. K. 
LUDWIG’ National Bulk Carriers / 
Universe Tankships Inc. vessels to get 


in touch with me... 


Ray Redwood of Austin, TX was 
kind enough to send me a copy of his 
autobiography, “QTC”, which inspired 
me to start to write my story. | will 
forward it to your editorial offices for 
publishing as soon (in a couple of 
months, maybe?) as I have finished it. 


Thanking you for your kind conside- 
ration, with my most cordial regards 
and 73’s, 


Very sincerely yours 


(signed) Robert Lion 


WELCOME - NEW MEMBERS ! 


A warm “Welcome Aboard” to the 
following who have joined SOWP since 
our last issue: 


Robert LION, 5156-M, 2500 Carlmont 
Dr., Belmont, CA 94002. FS: SS 
Pelops, 1954 


Kranket de) BREIDT)» 5157-14, 
KB7RNV, 912 McKinley Ave., Kellog 
ID., 83837 


John D. BERRY, 5158-M, VE7EDK, 
2203 Gwilford Dr., Abbotsford, BC 
CANADA V2S 4Z3 


More CHANGE of ADDRESS 


Willliam R. BROOKS, 
WB6TFA 


FROM: P.O. Box 490, Lewisport, KY 
42351 


TO: 420 7th Street, Ajo, AZ., 85321 


* *k kK 
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Robert W. LANE, 3135-V, WOPIV 


FROM: 17601 S. US Hwy 63 Rolla, 
MO 65401 


TO: P.O. Box 289 Fayette, MO 65248- 
0289 


ss s§- December 1995 


Loren K. MOOERS, 4952-V, N7CLO 
FROM: Quartzsite, AZ, 85346-2642 


TO: Pacific Park, SP #14, 515 Pacific 
Place, Mt. Vernon, WA 98273 


** * 


Raymond H. PORTER, 4946-V, 
K7AA 


FROM: 589 Hopi Trail, PCC Dewey, 
AZ 86327 


TO: P.O. Box 373 Longview, WA 
98632 


A Letter to Ye Ed - from England 
Hello, Ted: 29 Sept. 1995 


Several things: I have answered Hank 
Schultz ( Beacon, Sept.-Oct. 1995, Page 
10 re who copied the USCG CW 
close-down fast April 1?) - I got it on 
5870. 


Also, I see you’re recruiting others 
from the AACS etc. I wonder if there 
are any of the Army operators from 
WXCB on Staten Island left around. | 
was CHOP on the USAT GEN J.H. 
McRAE/AMDG in 1948-49; left in 
July ‘49. But those guys on the Island 
could copy! All of us aboard ship used 
my bug for volumes of traffic from 
Rio; not the best of signals or con- 
ditions, but they rarely broke our 
sending - this at around 35-40 wpm. Of 
course, they gave it back to us at the 
same speed, so after pieces of traffic of 
about 1100 to 2200 words we all had 
great regard for each other... [| am 
OSX on 14,058 Tuesdays at 1500, but 
the Russians, Italians and sundry oth- 
ers really louse up the band in that 
frequency range; but I'll keep trying. 


-73, (sgd) Carl E. Watson, 3908-V, 
WINV, GOVLW 
Important Note Re TRANSCON 


Nets meet Tuesday & Thursday on 
14,058 kHz at 1600 UTC. 
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SILENT KEYS 


With Deep Regret, we report the 
passing of the following SOWP mem- 
bers as they join our Chapter Eternal. 
We send our sincere sympathies to 
those they held dear. 


AMIRAULT, Donald F.  1403-P, 
K4KUF, Thomson Ct., OST Oct. 1995 
No detalLs. 


BARGER, Conan W. B. (Red), 2941- 
P (W3CVE), a member of SOWP 
Capital Area Chapter X, Saturday 
October 28, 1995, District Heights, 
MD. His first assignment in 1930 was 
with Westerm Airlines, Denver, CO./ 
KGSP. For many years he was owner 
and director of the Institute of Radio 
Communications, Washington, DC., 
where his students were mainly mem- 
bers of the Armed Forces. Mr. Barger 
dedicated himself to teaching them 
high-speed radiotelegraphy. He also 
conducted regular Morse practice ses- 
sions on HF radio. He is survived by a 
son, Conan Wyatt Bruce Barger, 
granddaughter Sara Jane Barger and 
sister, Sarabeth Magnussen. (Reported 
by J. J. Kelleher.) 


BASTHOLM, Dr. Kenneth A., 1493- 
V, W4JFT, Miami, FL. FS: 1940 - 
USCGC MENDOTA/NRUF. Others - 
USCGC SEBAGO/NRUS; 1941-43 
Cape Hatteras Radio DF Station, NC. 
1943-46 USCG AIRSTA San Diego/ 
NOR; USCG AIR STA Miami, FL/ 
NOM. (No date or details of his 
passing.) Report from SOWP records 
and QST, November, 1995. 


CLINE, Everett L., 3167-M, K6NJ, 
Burbank, CA., Sept. 14, 1995 after a 
one-week illness. He began a seagoing 
Sparks career in 1951 aboard USNS 
Chepachet/NJVK. In 1956, he was R/O 
aboard SS Fairland/KGFP; In 1957, SS 


Arizpa/KOXN, From 1963 to ‘68, SS 
Antinous/WSAK, 1969 SS Steel 


Engineer/KEKY and served aboard SS 
Robert Toombs/WJDD until 1974. He 
became a radio amateur in 1928 with 
call WOKAQO. Report from RJ net by 
Gordon J. Tucker, NCS, 3813-V, 
W/7FLF and SOWP records. 


DEACON, William 3490-P, VE3UD, 
Ottawa, Ont, Nov. 1, 1995. at age 82 
from Alzheimer’s disease. Bill began 
his seagoing radio career at age 17. 
Although seriously ill, he could occa- 
sionally respond to Morse signals sent 
to him via landline by George Adam- 
son, 1311-P, VE3XS, who sent in this 
report along with Bill Bruyn, 1989-V, 
VE3JBW. 

DOBBINS, Robert N., Capt. USNR 
(ret).,5398-TA, WD2AHT, 90, Mat- 
thews, NC., died July 19, 1995. Opera- 
ted the Dobbins Flying Service in NJ. 
Received Navy commission in 1942 as 
a Naval aviator. Served at NAS-Seattle, 
NAS-Quillayute, WA., Air Officer 
aboard USS Attu, CVE-102 and was 
C.O. various Naval Reserve squadrons, 
retiring in 1964. Worked at Fort Mon- 
mouth, NJ as a civilian professional 
engineer. He was a charter member of 
the Civil Air Patrol. He graduated 
from the New Jersey Institute of 
Technology. Held membership in 
several professional societies. He is 
survived by his wife, a son, a daughter, 
six grandchildren and 12 great-grand- 
children. 


LAHEY, Richard T., 0967-SGP, 
W4EWS, 89, Citrus Springs, FL., died 
Sept. 27, 1995 after a short illness. 
Reported by Mrs. Ruth Lahey via 
Wendell Benson, WW2G, Forest Hills, 
NY. No other details. 


LANE, Douglas Albert (Al), 4235-V, 
K6GH, 76, passed away in Seattle on 
Aug. 2, 1995, following a sudden heart 
attack while playing goif. Ai was born 
in Douglas, AK, on Oct. 19, 1918 and 
moved to Cordova, WA for schooling, 


graduating from high school in 1935. 
He established a worldwide reputation 
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in aviation and had friends everywhere. 
He first went into gold mining; two 
years for Strandberg & Sons at Can- 
dle, AK, and two years for New York 
Dredging at Nyac, AK. 


Switching careers to aviation, he 
joined Pan American World Airways 
as a Flight Radio Officer until 1948, 
based at Seattle. WA, New York, N.Y., 
and San Francisco, CA. 


This was followed by 4 years working 
for the USAID Aviation Training pro- 
grams with bases at Amman, Jordan; 
Beirut, Lebanon; Asmara Eritrea; 
Sliema, Malta and Mouakchott, 
Mauretania. Returning to US worked 
as A&E and R&E mechanic for 
Hughes Air West, United Air Lines, 
Pacific Air Lines and retired from 
Northwest Airlines. 


He is survived by wife Judy of 
Seattle, a daughter and son-in-law, two 
grandchildren and a brother. (Repor- 
ted by his brother, Wilbert L. Lane, 
4697-P, AD7T, Florence, OR) 


LAYTON, John E., 2291-P, W7GPS,, 
Lynwood, WA., Nov. 15, 1995. First 
ship, USS ARIZONA/NACV, 1931. 
Airline stas. Mullen Pass, ID/KEAM, 
1937 & Superior, MT/KCDF, 1938. 
U.S. patent for switched rhombic 
direction-finding system granted, 1972. 


(Reported by Don Newman, 58-P, 
W7CO, on SOWP RJ Net, Nov. 16, 
1995 and SOWP records.) 


McCORMICK, Harry M.., 3475-SGP, 
W9HB, Pekin, IL No date or details. 
FS: (Great Lakes):1925 - SS CLETUS 
SCHNEIDER/KMEO, 1926 - SS WIL- 
LIAM G. MATHER/WADJ. First 
amateur call: 9BJT - 1921. W9HB since 
194, (Report from SOWP" resends 


and QST, August, 1995.) 


Continued Page 17 
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Silent Keys - From Page 16 


REILAND, George W. 
KF7A, Tempe, AZ. FS: 1945, SS 
WATCH HILL/KYEK. 1946, USS 
MAJ.GEN. W.R.WEAVER/WAXV, 
LST 1048/NAAV. 1947, Army Trans- 
portation Corps. (No date or details 
of passing.) Report from SOWP 
records and OST, Oct. 1995. 


ROBERTSON, Arthur L., Sr., 
4592-V, WOIWV, La Junta, CO., June 
23, 1995. Reported by Mrs. Jo Robert- 
son and OOTC Spark Gap Times, 
Sept. 1995. 


SCHUTHE, George M.,  1379-P, 
VE3DMC at home, Ottawa, Ont., Oct. 
26, 1995. Served in Canadian merchant 
marine and Royal Canadian Navy in 
WwW II. He was a civil servant for many 
years and a radio amateur 63 years. 
(Reported by George Adamson, 1311- 
P, VE3XS) and Bill Bruyn, 1989V, 
VE3JBW. ) 


STRAHON, Michael G., 3691-P, 
KM/7T, Yuma, AZ. QCWA Journal, 
Fall 1995, No details. 
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A Request From Our 
Supplies Manager - 


Roy Couzin, keeper of the SOWP 
"Ship’s Store” says he’s open for busi- 
ness every day, but latelydoesn’t 
receive many orders. Remember, says 
Roy, "I’m your source for SOWP 
letter-size and note-pad stationery, 
stickers, logo-emblems, bolo-ties, sport 
-caps and coffee mugs. Drop me a line 
or send me e-mail at - 
*rcouzin@aol.com". 


Roy continues, “I have run very low 
on back issues of SOWP publications 
like Sparks Journal and others. If 
you have back Issues you no ijonger 
need, as when an estate is settled, 
please let me knaw. And take a goad 
look at Page 19 of this issue." 


Land of the Chewing-Gum Rate 
By Kirsti Jenkins-Smith, SOWP 
3534-M, VK9NL 


(Readers will remember Kirsti from 
rhe ~articre, “avout? her -by 
Olive/VE7TERA, in our previous issue. 
- Editor ) 


Our ship, the Norwegian M/T 
KONGSTANK was in Hamburg when 
we received our orders for the next 
trip We were to proceed to the Black 
Sea port of Novorossisk to pick up a 
load of crude oil for Rotterdam. 


The December gloom of 1958 
followed us as we made our way 
through the English Channel prepar- 
ing to spend Christmas in the Bay of 
Biscay. However, once we entered the 
Mediterranean, everyone brightened 
up and started looking at what lay 
ahead. One thing was for certain. We 
would have to offload our Polish 4th. 
Engineer in Istanbul to keep him safely 
out of Soviet hands until we returned. 
The ‘Quart,’ as he was known. had 
narrowly survived the Second World 
War and its aftermath. He had even- 
tually settled in Norway but, as he had 
not yet become a Norwegian national, 
his status could cause him certain 
problems in the U.S.S.R. 


As we drew nearer to the Strait of 
Bosporus, the Skipper took to poring 
over reports from other Norwegian 
Captains who had visited Novorossisk 
Not much information was available 
but he was able to glean the basics of 
what to expect and what would be 
required. We could for instance forget 
about drawing money in port. There 
was no official exchange rate on the 
Rouble at the time and so no cash 
would be made available 


The ‘Quart’ was successfully unloa- 
ded onto the pilot vessel in the Bos- 
porus before we entered the Black Sea 
and set course for Novorossisk. It was 
nightfall so we did not see anything 


much, but next morning inquired. We 
could for instance forget about draw- 
ing Money 1n port. 


Dawn revealed an expanse of 
choppy. cold sea through which we 
travelled for the next couple of days. | 
sent off the obligatory messages, advis- 
ing our ETA and so on. Then, finally 
just before entering the harbour, [ got 
off a message to Bergenradio in Nor- 
way telling them of our whereabouts 
and that we would be in port for a 
while. The ship’s ballast tanks had been 
emptied at sea as required by our 
instructions and the KONGSTANK 
wallowed into the harbour riding high 
in the water. But at last the anchors 
went out and we settled down to wait 
for officialdom to come onboard. 
Nothing happened. In the evening a 
patrol boat chugged around the har- 
bour checking, presumably, that none 
of the ships at anchor had any ropes 
or ladders hanging over the side, but 
nobody hailed us or came onboard. 
When darkness fell, a searchlight on 
shore started sweeping the harbour, 
over and over until daybreak. 


Still nobody approached the KONG- 
STANK. Evening came, bringing the 
patrol boat, followed by the search 
light. Still nothing happensd. It was in 
fact to be three days betore anyone 
from ashore boarded the ship. 


By this time I knew that Bergenradio 
had traffic for us and so I fronted up 
in the saloon where the Captain was 
meeting the officials and asked for 
permission to use the transmitter even 
though we were in port. The Russians 
looked at each other, looked at me 
and again at each other but said 
nothing:("We got a right one 
here..haw..haw.") I looked at them. 
then at the Skipper and back at the 


Lise v\t aiiu Dad 
party of officials, waiting for a reply. 
("What's the matter with the lot of 
you, anyway?") Neither a yay nor a nay 
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was forthcoming and we were left none 
the wiser. Deciding to leave well 
enough alone, I went and sat in my 
cabin, holding my passport, the way we 
had been instructed to do. 


In due course, a couple of Russians 
came along with the Second Mate to 
verify that | was indeed the said Kirsti 
Johnsen featured in the passport. 


Everyone onboard was scrutinized in 
the same way and when the party 
reached the abandoned cabin of the 
‘Quart,’ the Second Mate played dumb 
at the sight of obviously used towels 
hanging near the handbasin and other 
porsonal odds and ends which made 
the place look inhabited. He main- 
tained that nobody belonged in that 
cabin and | guess the inspectors reali- 
seJ there was nothing they could do so 
they let it pass. Satisfied at last, the 
Russians departed with the promise 
that we should be ‘alongside’ the next 
day when loading would begin. 


After all the cloak and dagger 
atmosphere of the last few days we 
were pleasantly surprised the next day 
to learn. that we would be allowed to 
go ashore wih no restrictions. A 
buxom Russian Brunhilde type of 
woman came onboard and _ invited 
everyone to visit the Seamen’s Club in 
town. 


The Black Sea in January is kind of 
cold, but some of us bundled into 
overcoats and boots and headed for 
the Club. With fond memories of the 
Seamen’s Club in Naples, we were 
somewhat taken back by the austerity 
of the U.S.S.R. version. One room was 
dominated by a large table where 
Communist newspapers from around 
the world were displayed. The only 
refreshment seemed to be a carafe of 
water standing next to a lonely glass. 


I was already chafing at the bit! This 


was not my idea of a fun time on the 
town and, after sitting around for 
about half an hour we collected our 
overcoats and left. With no money 
there were certain limits to how to 
spend our time ashore. 


But we need not have worried. 
Suddenly we were surrounded by a 
throng of young people. "You have 
chewing-gum?" asked the spokesman. 
Well, no, we did not in fact carry any 
chewing-gum with us but we were 
quick to catch on. In most countries 
people asked for American cigarettes. 
In this one they asked for chewing- 
gum, and so be it. We would be paid in 
Russian money, explained the spokes- 
man while someone hotfooted it back 


back onboard to pull out the Chief 
Steward and have him open the slop- 
chest. The Russians were not beggars. 


Armed with cartons of chewing-gum 
we were soon busy clinching little 
deals. We became aware that one of 
the locals probably kept an eye out for 
trouble because from time to time they 
would all suddenly melt into the sha- 
dows, to re-emerge after a couple of 
minutes when, apparently the coast 
was clear. Apart from chewing-gum, 
we also sold items of clothing such as 
scarves and jumpers which could be 
worn underneath the Russian over- 
coats But it was the chewing-gum 
which gave us the true value of the 
Russian money. 


With money in the purse we first 
headed for the nearest restaurant to 
test the Russian fare. Here Signe, the 
stewardess, and I caused a bit of a stir 
dressed as we were in the 50’s fashion 
of the West. The kitchen staff crowded 
in the doorway to look at our almost 
knee-high dresses and adornment of 
long strings of beads which were in 
fashion just then. 


The rest of the evening was taken 
up with window shopping. The dis- 
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played wares were rather meagre but, 
using the chewing-gum rate of 
exchange we were able lo judge how 
much the locals paid for such things as 
shoes, clothing etc. On the whole 
though, we gained the impression that 
they did not have much to choose 
from and available clothing was not in 
any great abundance. 


The next evening ashore was spent 
along the same lines as the previous 
one. Sell some chewing-gum, trot 
around the town and go back to the 
ship. We never had any feeling of 
being followed or observed in any way 
by the authorities. But even if we were, 
it did not bother us. We were content 
to just walk around and absorb some 
of the feeling of this rather unusual 
port of call. In some ways it was almost 
like stepping back in time to the war 


years in enemy occupied Norway with 
the austerity and wants of those days, 
tinged with a certain sense of wariness. 


Tankers never stay long in port so 
the day of departure came around 
quickly. Again everyone sat in his or 
her cabin with passport in hand. The 
ship was searched thoroughly and 
when declared ‘clean’ was allowed to 
leave. 


We had been in port much longer 
than anticipated due to our long time 
at anchor. The radio traffic had piled 
up at Bergenradio and, for the first 
time since arrival, I was able to copy 
the radio press. All in all I was kept 
busy during the time it took us to 
reach Istanbul. Of course, we all talked 
about the ‘Quart’ wondering what he 
must be thinking after such a pro- 
longed wait for our return. As it 
turned out, he came back onboard, fit 
and well, but stone broke! 


Once life settled down onboard with 
everyone accounted for, I sat down 
with my passport. Discreetly stapled 
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The WIRELESS ALMANAC 
By Fred Rosebury, 1570-SGP, KAIGEN 


This is a sample page from a unique 96-page compendium of historic names, dates and facts from the field of wireless and 
related subjects spanning events from ancient to modern times. The Almanac may be made available for retail 
purchase at about $10 - $12 plus shipping. If YOU are interested, send a postcard to Roy Couzin, SOWP Supplies 
Manager at 151 Waner Way, Felton, CA 95018. A minimum of 500 copies must be requested in order to publish. 
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1896 - Sir William H. Preece 
(1834-1913) lectured on 
‘Telegraphy without Wires." Mr. 
¢, Marconi conducted the experi- 
tents, (YB) 


1901 - First transatlantic radio 
Signal was sent from 
iPoldhu,Cornwall, by Guglielmo 
Marconi, and was received at St, 
Jonns, Newfoundland. The letter 
"S" was repeatedly sent by Morse 
code at stated time intervals and 
was faintly received by Percy 
Wright Paget and by G.S.Kempton. 
The Signal was repeated the 
next day, Dec,12., (FF) 


1934 - SS USWORTH lost her 
rudder in a heavy gale 850 
miles east of Cape Race,N.F. 
Hearing the USWORTH'S signal, 
the SS JEAN JABOT was able to 
use her new radio compass to 
good effect and to rescue 11 Ssea- 
men but 7 were lost, including 
the unnamed R/O of the USWORTH. 
(SOS ) 


FR 


RADIO COMPASS LOOP 
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1874 - Second Cape Hatteras 

Lighthouse first illumin- 
ated, Having a foundation of 
Loi path granite and a structure 
of %€ million bricks from Vir- 
ginia, the tower is 225 feet to 
the top with the focal plane of 
the light 191 feet above sea 
level. 

The first Cape Hatteras Light 
suffered many vicissitudes of 
Storm, fire and war, and was 
often complained about by marin- 
ers as being difficult to see or 
entirely invisible. 

The newer tower stands 600 
feet N by W from the first. (LH) 


HATTERAS LIGHT 


1907 = First singer to broadcast 
was Eugenia H. Farrar, 
whose voice was put on the air 
by Lee De Forest on this date 
from the Brooklyn Navy Yard (NYC) 
on the occasion of the departure 
of Admiral Robley D.- Evans 
("Fighting Bob Evans") on a 
cruise with the fleet. (FF) 


1942 - British SS REGENT LION 

torpedoed 500 miles from 
Limerick, Ireland. (from Marin- 
ers Digest Apr.12,1976). 
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1937 = A pilotless Navy drone 
airplane was sent aloft, 
maneuvered, and landed. (HR) 
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1642 —- (The same year Galileo 
died - see p.7c). 

Born at Woolsthorpe,England, Sir 

Isaac Newton, 

At age 14 (1656) he was taken 
from school to help work on his 
mother's farm but he paid more 
attention to mathematics than to 
farm work. Received his BA at 
Trinity College, Cambridge in 
1665, and in 1667 he became a 
Fellow of the College. Newton 
discovered the binomial theorem 
(the bane of high-schoolers) in 
1665 and shortly after that, the 
elements of differential calcu- 
lus, followed by integral cal- 
culus. 

Newton began to think of the 
gravis extending to the moon in 

666. He worked on optics, color, 
and other sciences. He was 
elected a Fellow of the Royal 
Society in 1672. He had made a 
reflecting telescope with a 
parabolic mirror in 1668 and 
developed the corpuscular theory 
of light which was contradicted 
by Christian Huygens (1629-1695) 
and Robert Hooke (1635-1703) who 
promulgated a wave theory in the 
"ether." Much controversy. 

Newton studied the laws of 
celestial mechanics (gravity), 
only modified to a moderate 
extent by the work of Albert 
Einstein (1879-1955) 300 years 
tater. 

Newton published a number of 
great books including Principia 
Mathematica. 

e was Master of the Mint for 

a time, and president of the 
Royal Society until his death. 
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‘hed Cente i | ‘ on the last page was the Russian memento of our 
pistinguls & narian Award ik visit to Novorossisk. We all had had our passports 


is presented to 


E> > B. Ki iD sig stamped - something we were told that would prevent 
War » WKINCAIO? — w us from getting a visa if we ever wanted: to go to the 
a ) USA. Too bad! A new passport would undoubtedly 
eae (ay F . J 
go (a be required. Meantime, | looked at the little blot on 
The Society of Wireless Pioneers (*) 0) the last page and smiled. There had not been 
ch dive Hbndeteenr te BE cals Stag “ ‘) anything to buy in the way of keepsakes in Novoros- 
2 sg his birthday, x : Wi 7 - . : 
and recognizes his meritorious radio operator rs sisk. But atleast we all had this - an inky souvenir of 
ervice for the U.S. Coast Guz inning i y . . 
sercg "or S ea beshrwaiaes s ak The Land of the Chewing-Gum Rate. 
An SOWP member since 1989, WW J eer : 
#4876-SSGP ~ "Eddy" Kincaide is duly () The Editor’s Corner 
bslaiegiist eis as Le ee é 
"Most Senior Sparker." i “pare A 
Presented this day. October 16, 1995 i) Our thanks to Kirsti, q 
lobu J Kellohor. Prosident Walde T Boyd, Exoc Socrotary a regular writer for ama- 
25S So Se Se SSS SS 5 S955 SSSsseeess £) teur radio publications 
"down under’ and author 
of her own journal, QGRV 
ee ee ae ee es. eo tere —___—, -A DXers Life For Me. 
pecial Note to SOWP Members in the Golden Gate Area | Now, Happy Holidays to 
alph Conly, 2785-V, N6VT, wants to hear from you if you are all and thanks for your 


nterested in reviving our Golden Gate Chapter. Write to him at 819 | continued support. 
enrietta Ave., Sunnyvale, CA. 94086. 
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